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MAY ENTERTAINMENT

A number of club members have been to British Columbia, and more are
on their way soon. Even our current President Pierre and Petient Wife and
Newdetter Editor Gerta are planning an extended dive trip to Shamu
World this summer. It's certainly at the top of my list of West Coast cold
water detinations. Origindly | had invited Sami Laine and Clinton
Bauder to share their recent adventures (including hanging out with the
famous Champagne drinking octopus), but something about work has
come up and Sami somehow fedls obligated to comply with these
obligations.

Clinton, luckily, has no such conflicts. So, Clinton will go it done and
show a combination of gillsand video, highlighting their varioustripsto
British Columbia

Kenneth Gwin

te to see her go, but Kharmen has decided to move with

b back East. This leaves us with one dive buddy less here in

the West, but with one B&B in Minneapolis to be visited!!!
We’ll miss ya and wish you the best of Luck! \

WANTED

/ MEMBERSHIP CHAIRPERSON

Meset and greet potentia Reeferd If you have an enthusiasm for diving and enjoy
conversations with new people, thisisapogtion for you. Asthe Membership
Chairperson, you'll join the ranks of our officersin promoting the joys and advantages of
being an SF Reef Diver. Beware that your excuse of not being able to find a buddy may
becomeinvaid since you'l know everyone who passes through our doors. Y ou're doomed
tobediving dl thetime! Plus, you'll be on the VIP list to join in on the monthly feasts at
the Officers Meetings. For further information, please contact Kharmen Roman &t (415)
51 or kharmenr@melibe.com
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Presdence Corner

Gerdaand | played hooky from work
and wandered up the coast to
Mendocino. Naturally wedrove
through Anderson Vdley so that we
could pick up acase of Gewdrztraminer
at the Navarro Winery and some
champagne a& Roderer Edtates. | love
the names they give to bottles of
champagne, not theindividua servings
like splits and magnums, but the
biblical offerings like Jeroboam and
Methusadlem and then there' smy
favorite, the Nebuchadnezzar.

May 2002

President Pierre Hurter (415) 285-6293
p.hurter@worldnet.ait.net
Vice President Robert Miché (415) 661-5540
Sunday afternoon found m MINASNNg.com
me siting on our deck musing onthe i
V@HIESOf life. Firg, to thecynlcs Treasurer Bill Donnelly (415) 924-5627
amongst you, yes, it is possible to sit bdonnelly@18004INJURY .com
outsidein San Francisco and enjoy it. P.O. Box 151223
Just ask anyone who has every lived in Sen Refadl, CA 94915
the Mission, South Beach or herein
Noe Valey. Gerdawas enjoying her Webmaster Curt Degler (707) 570-0457
Martini while | sipped onan cdegler@aguagraphy.com
exceedingly fine Kentucky sour mash
bourbon. It's not known who wasthe Newsdetter Editor GerdaHurter (415) 285-6293
first to digtill usige beatha (water of p.hurter @worldnett.att.com
life), the Scots or the Irish, but we do
know that the mass migrationsto the Entertainment Bhushan Mudbhary | (415) 386-3714
United States brought whiskey to the Committee mudbhary@hotmail.com
New World. Unlike the more gented Ken Gwin (415) 648-7046
snglemaltsfrom Scotland or the atfxs @aol.com
smooth whiskeys from Ireland, bourbon
Is, as my undle used to sy " God s gift AMCR Gene Kramer (415) 339-2785
to America” Drowned it with some Representative genekramer@eadeco.com
“branch," throw it “on therocks’ or add
lemon juice for ancther classic. So -
whereisal thislesding? Weaea ggrcgmt e | D Ceeme (510) 451-2370
nation that brought bourbon and the
{\r/]lgélnl tolife, theMamrjl right herein Membership K harren Romen (415) 5194655
ay area. Sowhy can't wegeta . .
decent turnout for the aba one opener? Chairper son Kharmenr@melibe.com

Payments for membership and activities should be mailed to:
Bill Donnelly
P.O. Box 151223
San Rafael, CA 94915

Jeroboam, thefirst king of Isradl, wasa
man who according to the Old
Testament could tackle four bottlesat a
sitting. So you canimagine how | fet
when the only Resfers camping out

continue on page 5
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JANUARY 02

01 - New Year’'s Day Dive
Point Lobos

13 - Cypress Sea Boat Dive

16 - General Meeting
New Location: BOAT HOUSE

FEBRUARY
16 - President’s Day Dive

20 - General Meeting
BOATHOUSE

23 - Cypress Sea Boat Dive

MARCH

20 - General Meeting
BOATHOUSE

23 - Cypress Sea Boat Dive

APRIL
12 - 14Abalone Opener at Russian Gulch

17 - General Meeting
BOATHOUSE

18 — Point Lobos Boat Dive

M AY

15 - General Meeting
BOATHOUSE

18 — Beach Dive — North Coast
Coordinator: Pierre Hurter
(415) 285-6293

25 - Cypress Sea Boat Dive
Saturday - 3 dives
Coordinator: Jim Vallario

(415) 566-0784

JUNE

08 — Monterey Clean Up Dive
drc@astound.net

19 - General Meeting & Swap Meet
BOATHOUSE

22 - Cypress Sea Boat Dive
Saturday - 3 dives
Coordinator: Jim Vallario

(415) 566-0784

28 - Great Annual Fish Count
Fish ID — (831) 372-9235

TBD - Abalone Closer
Coordinator: Robert Miché
(415) 661-5540

JuLy

06 - Great Annual Fish Count
www.fishcount.org

17 - General Meeting
BOATHOUSE

27 - Cypress Sea Boat Dive
Saturday - 3 dives
Coordinator: Jim Vallario

(415) 566-0784

AUGUST

18 - 20 Channel Island Trip
Coordinator: Jm Vallario
(415) 566-0784

21 - General Meeting
BOATHOUSE

TBD — Abalone Opener at Salt Point
Coordinator: Pam Radkey
(510) 527-5282

SEPTEMBER

14 - Alcatraz swim/paddle
Coordinator: Pierre Hurter
(415) 285-6293

18 - General Meeting
BOATHOUSE

22 - Cypress Sea Boat Dive
Sunday - 3 dives
Coordinator: Jim Vaario
(415) 566-0784

OCTOBER

13 - Cypress Sea Boat Dive
Sunday - 2 dives
Coordinator: Jim Vallario
(415) 566-0784

16 - General Meeting
BOATHOUSE

NOVEMBER

20 - General Meeting
2003 OFFICERS ELECTIONS
BOATHOUSE

24 - Cypress Sea Boat Dive
Sunday. - 3 dives
Coordinator: Jim Vallario

(415) 566-0784

TBD - Annual Sea Ranch Weekend

TBD — Abalone Closer
Coordinator: Robert Miché
(415) 661-5540

TBD — Salmon Swim
Coordinator: Frank King

DECEMBER

18 -Christmas Party
at the BOATHOUSE !!!
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NORTH COAST BEACH DIVE - MAY 18"

Meet at: Main parking lot in Salt Point State Park

Time: 9:30 a.m.

Coordinator: Pierre p.hurter @worldnet.att.netor (415)-285-
6293

Depending on dive conditions we'll either explore Gerstle
Cove or Still Water Cove. Bring your favorite food/drink and
we'll finish up the day with a leisurely picnic and tall tales.
(small grill will be on hand) :

SWAP MEET - JUNE 19" 2002

Garage full? Closet overflowing? Are you tripping over
your dive gear when you navigate in the wee hours of the
morning to clean up pet up-chuck?

Would you like to trade your Mike Nelson twin hose
regulator for a genuine Soviet Navy Rebreather? Or
would you just like to have a Mike Nelson twin hose
regulator?

If you answered YES to any of the above and related
guestions make sure to show up at the June General

Meeting featuring a SFRD Swap Meet
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E E THE GREAT ANNUAL FISH COUNT

The “Great Annual Fish Count” is an event coordinated by the Reef
Environmental Education Foundation (REEF) that trains volunteer diversto

document fish diversity and population trends in marine sanctuaries an coastal
areas. The year 2002 marks the 10" anniversary for the fish count (formerly the
Great American Fish Count).
If you are interested in participating, there will be aFish ID seminar on
Friday, June 28, from 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm, at the Pacific Grove Natural History
Museum, 165 Forest Avenue, Pacific Grove. For more information and
registration contact Jonanne Garden at 831.372.923 or e-mall at
USGardens@aol.com. The kick off dive will take place on July 6. Details are

to be arranged. For more information see www.fishcount.org.

President- from page 2

where Ray Will, Ursula Bernhart,
Gerda and ! The following day,
Ken Gwin, Gene Kramer, and
Curt Degler joined us for the day.
We did have a great time the
wegther was mild, the vighility
outstanding and the abdone had
to be besten back with ab irons to
keep the kayaks from sinking.

On to other musings, the
Monterey City Council, in a 5 to
0 vote adopted a policy of only
wedcoming cruise  ships  thet
would agree to a zero discharge
policy. If al goes as planned, the
cruise ship Star Princess will be
coming to Monterey on May 7.
At nearly 1,000 feet long, the
brand-new cruise ship has 18
decks, 17 bas four swimming
pools, nine whirlpool spas, the
worlds largest floding casino
and, more important, 2,600
pasengers and 1,000 crew
members, most of whom are
expected to pour into town for a

day on buses taxis and on foot
and lighten ther walets  Two
other cruise lines are scheduled
to vist as wel, Crystad Cruises
Cry¢sd Hamony and Royd
Caibbean's Grandeur of the
Seas.  Not everyone is keen on
the notion of cruise ships
docking in a maine sanctuary.
In a typicd one-wesk voyage, an
avgage-size cruise ship produces
eght tons of trash, 210,000
gdlons of sawage 25000
gdlons of ail-contaminated water
and a million gdlons of "gray

water”  from  dnks ~ showers,
gdleys and laundry fadilities,
according to Kira  Schmidt, a

consultant to the San Francisco-
based Bluewater Network.  The
economy may in the end be the
red deciding factor in how many
ships end up bobbing in the bay.

The next Monterey Clean Up
Dive will be on Saurday, June 8.
For those who haven't done this
before, the purpose is to recover
junk  form the habor and

Page5

surrounding  Sanctuary. There
will be free paking as well as ar
fills and a BBQ for participants
in the event. Locd dive shops
will once again, be pitching in to
provide prizes in  vaious
categories. Lagt year some of the
more intereting finds where the
bed of a pickup truck, (no
kidding) cdls phones and a
beautiful old anchor. The tota
haul last year added up to a totd
of 5600 pounds of thrash, which
is no longer in the harbor. It's a
fun event and a nice easy dive or
two with a chance to explore the
harbor. If you're interested, see
page __for details.

At our last meeting Loretta
brought up the lack of beach
dives lately, there are none on
our schedule.  She s right, we
ought to be ableto gather enough

continued on page 6
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POINT LOBOS DIVE
- APRIL 2002
by Frank Onstine

It was a beautiful, sunny day. At
Monestery Beach the sght of
azure waters and zephyr touded
waves gladdened the heat, just
the day for adiving adventure!

These happy fedings were
heightened by our good fortune
in being able to ditch work in the
middle of the week, we few, we
lucky few had the beautiful
Cdifornia coast to oursaves
while the rest of the world toiled.
The boulders & Whde's Cove
blocked the breeze and mede it
rather bamy, much yoo-hooing
and vidting with other divers
while donmning our gear ad
waiting for the arivd of the
Cypress Sea.

Aheed of <chedule the boat
arived and we swam out
leisurdly to board her; Armin,
Feare, Geda Jm Vdlaio, Ken,
Susan and mysdlf. Bluefish

Cove looked rather rough so our
captain opted for Stillwater Cove
and Pescadeo  Pinnacle. Ken
and Susan lad out guide lines
aong the bottom on both dives
which, for me a leas, made
finding the anchor line much less
of apuzzlement.

We were back & Whde's Cove
by 1.00 PM for a snack of
snoked sdmon and fromege de
chevre (goat chees®) and then on
to Chevys for Ilunch. Good
company, a good crew and
beautiful  surroundings made for
an excdlent sring dive
adventure.

President — from page5

enthusasm to coordinate a least
one beach dive if not two, every
month. I'm happy to report that
Bhushan has stepped up to the
plate for May, Robert Miche will
be coordinating an abdone doser
and Jason  ORourke  hes
something up his deave for Jduly.
That leaves five months on my
cdendar. So if you have ever
wanted to see your name in print,
organize a dive, it's panless, it's
easy, it sfunandit' sfree.

One find note I'd like to get
some feed back concerning our
current meeting place  What ae
you're thoughts, good, bad, or
indifferent? You can contact the
editor a
p.hurter@worldnet.att.net  or cdl
me a (415 2856293. In the
meentime, to pagphrase  our
club's  conditution “The

pecific and primary purposes for
which this cub is organized ae
to promote the recreationd and
sociad aspects of the sport of skin
and scuba  diving by group
So lets

participation therein...”
get together and dive.

DIVING IN SCOTLAND
by Peter White

Some time ago, |
agreed to write
something for the
newdetter, and not only has
my conscience dated to
bother me (Editor's note can
you spell GERDA HURTER),
but | have a computer again, 0
here it is. What | want to write
about is what | know most about
in dving tems - diving in
Scotland, both in the sense of
what Scottish dive dtes are like,
and how the diving world is st
up there,

The biggest difference between
Scotland and Cdifornia diving is
how the diving is organised. In
Scotland, most  diving is dub
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based. A new diver may do a
training course through a school
(usualy attached to a dore, just
like here) - but some dont, and
dmost any diver who is serious
about diving joins a club. British

clubs ae branches of nationd
organisations (BSAC
[http:/Avww.bsac.org] and
ScotSAC

[ http:/Awww.scotsac.com) being
the bigget in Scotland;, and
Lothian Divers BSAC 1945

[http:/Aww | othiandivers.com]
being my old branch), and have a
far grester scope that most
American clubs because they run
their own training.

New members can be traned
from the ground up through the
branch, which runs its own
traning with its own volunteer
ingtructors, sometimes in
coordination with other branches
or regiond organistions. This
traning is continuous, and with
branches needing a dream of
new indructurs people gan
plenty of advanced
gudifications,. Out of 60
members of my (unusudly well
trained) branch in Scotland when
I left, 18 wee qudified
ingructors  (with a few more
trainee

‘N

Equally

instructors).
a least three quarters had done
oxygen adminigration and first

important,

ad oourses, while dl qudified
divers in BSAC have to have
done extengve rescue training.

All the emphass on training
has a number of effects One is
that training can teke over your
life, & you progress from trainee
to another ingtructor and discover

continued on page 7
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Scotland — from page 6

very gandard for a BSAC branch
of itssize.

Anocther factor

that the is tha typicaly
training Scottish  divers  are
officer has much more safety
plans Conscious than
for American ones
weekend of Mostly | think that
the rest of is because of how
your life (no, | dont know why  much rescue training  British
BSAC dubs have "officers' - divers do, but it is probably
probably some exnavd founder patly because the  branch
to blame for that). Now is the dructure means that certain

firg time in three years when |
wont be heavily involved in the
traning programme, ether as a
trainee or indructor, and | can
fed my <kills decaying dreedy.
Another effect is that clubs meet
very frequently for pool training,
and if you put divers together in
a pub every Tueday night,
diving every weekend tends to
follow. Findly, because people
train together they tend to know
who is capable of what and who
meake good and bad buddies.

Tha leads to another magor
difference in what diving people
do. Wha hee is regaded as
technicad diving is pretty much
gandard in Britain. Most diving
is done from RIBs, usng deayed
SMBs, and dry suits with pony
bottles or twin sets (doubles) are
the norm. Part of this is because
of the nature of the dive stes, but
pat dso because the club mixes
more and less experienced divers
S0 that divers tend to work their
way up to more advanced diving
- and as better prectice (such as
nitrox or usng pony bottles)
appears, more people learn about
it and take it up. Clubs aso tend
to provide a framework for
buying large scde equipment that
people cannot afford themsdves.
My branch owned a RIB, an
oxygen kit, oxygen andys,
sgae coylindes, and  some
training equipment - and had an
annua turnover of around £2000
(something like $30,000). That's

reponsble people are ligble to
answver to the sherriff (a Scottish
position, like a judge in America)
if there is a Fad Accident

Inquiry (loosdly equivdent to an
American inquest). As
compensgtion, the dub officers
can prevent you diving with the
cdub if you ae doing anything
sen as dangerous. In some ways
its a little too authoritarian for
most American testes - the buddy
pars, for example, ae often
decided by a trip organisr who
has the job of paring more and
less experienced people in a sdfe
combination without
antagonising anybody.

As for the diving itsdf, most
Scottish  divers believe that the
best diving in the world is in
Scotland - and | havent seen
awthing to make me disgree
For some reason it seems to be a
bit off the beaten track of world
diving though. | usad to think
that people outdde Scotland
didn't do cold water diving - but
maybe cold water divers jud
dont trave. Fying with twin
cylinders is not the most practica
idea

Why does Scotland have such
good diving? Wdl, if you were
to try to design the perfect dive
aea, youd think about the
following:

X Lots of idands and
channds to give you sheter
from the weather, s0 that
you can dive even when it's
blowing hdf a gde ad
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people with common sense
areinthe pub.

¥ Fagt tidd drifts to
sweep the muck out of the
waer and give you decent
vighility, and fill the sea
with life (the more current,
the more food for the filter
feederss s the more
anemones,  which  means
more of everything dl the
way up the food chain).
There are places in Scotland
with 12 knot  currents
(dthough you avoid diving

those a flood tide for
obvious reasons!).
X Rocky volcanic

geology, with lots of jagged
lumps of hard rock, giving
you diffs and pinnacles
everywhere.

X Wrecks dl over the
place a every depth. This
was achieved in Scotland by
having fast currents, skerries

(oks  cen
~ -Tl_ﬂn ~ the

surfece),
I npredicable

weether, and mgor
shipping lanes, and
greetly helped by
our German
friends putting
mines and submarines in the
shipping channds.  Sadly,
peace in FEurope, westher
forecadting, radar and
dectronic  navigdion  has
ruined it dl. There are 4ill
plenty of wrecks left, but
few new ones. Last year |
was in the Sound of Mull the
day after acargo shipran
aground, and the loca pubs
werefull of diversdivating
a the thought of anew
wreck.
¥ Shdtered ey shore
dives for training. Cdifornia
hes the Breskwater
(probably the best cold water
training Site |'ve ever seen);

continue on page 8
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Scotland hes Loch Long.
X Consgent westher. So
we missed out on that one -
the westher in Scotland can
blow up in your face with
little or no warning.
There are veary few places
tha have dl of
those 0 wdl as
Scotland does.
Comparing
actud diving in
Scotland and  Cdifornia,
the two ae very smilar.
The shore diving in

Scotland is rather worse
(there ae fewer dtes,
and less life in them),
but the boa diving is
smply fantagtic. Boat diving in
Scotland tends to condst  of
spectacular  scenic and wreck
dives with amazingly colourful
life, but diving is a bit more
technicdl than most Cdifornia
diving - the westher is downright
cgpricious, and many of the best
dive dtes are deep, exposed, and
swept by fast currents. The
trouble with Northern Cdifornia
is partly that it is too exposed to
bad westher, and partly that it
needs a few more wrecks. If |
were governor of Cdifornia, I'd
ban GPS and radar on large ships
for ten years, and youd have dl
the wrecks you want - but I'm
not likely to get that job.

S I've rambled on for a few
pages now, and like dl Scots |
see my own country through rose
coloured spectecles, but
hopefully I've convinced you that
there is great diving in Scotland,
even if it isnt famous over here
The thing that | miss most about
Scottish  diving though is the
entire club system, where people
tran together and where the club
system builds groups of divers
that go on indefinitdy, both
seending time together socidly,
and diving together.

DIVING THE GREAT LAKES
by Armin Luggen

Hello agan and wdcome to a
new adventure in diving. This
time, | logged my dives in the
us. To be more edific,
Milwaukee, Wisconsn.  Since |
spent some time in

Chicgo a the
“Our World
Underwater”  scuba
show, Jm Robets

and mysdf decided it
was about time to get
some locd diving under
our weight bets.  What
better place to do such
things then in Milwaukee,
When we arived in
Milwaukee we got our gesr
together that we ether had
shipped ahead or schlepped with
us. The weeather turned out to be
in our favor, and the sormy
winds and rain that passed
through the last two days where
gone. A perfect day do go diving.
Our dive boa, the “Reef Diver”,
a houseboat st up for divers
became our means of going out
onto the leke and Jery Guyer,

our captan wecomed us on
boad. Get Grohmann, Jlie
Vance Jtka Handkova, Rick
Richter, Kevin Cokan, Jm

Roberts, boats man Bruce and
mysdf boarded a 4:30 in the
afternoon for two dives off shore
in Lake Michigan.

Our dedtination, the “Prins Wille

V" a freightliner, build in 1940 in
Rottedam, Netherlands and the
Dredge 906, abarge vess.

The short travel distance to the
first wreck left us plenty of time
to get our gear and tanks ready,
while enjoying the wam lae
afternoon sun.  Wha a sght!
Arriving a the dive spot, Gert
and mysdf where the first ones
to enter the water. The water was
flat with a nice tint of blue, one
giant dride ... and in we went. |
gasped for ar and darted
chocking when the wae went
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down the wrong pipe.  “The
water is not sdty!” Cold water

diving, yeeh, sure it is. Adequate
therma protection is a must for
this kind of diving and 0 we
were al dressed in toasty wam
dry suits. Down we went and it
was grest to be wet agan. The
wreck is podtioned between 48
to 90 fes. While making last
minute adjustrents to the gear
and light, we fly to the bottom of
the see and dat exploring the
wreck.

The “Willie" as it is cdled in this
aea, has plenty of openings to
pass through to explore the
interior.  Of  course,  wreck
knowledge and some training in
wreck penetration is certainly a
must. Gert, my dive buddy for
this dive is a TDI Ingructor and
avid Technicd diver. | am sure

that by now he owns pat of the
wreck with as many dives he has
done.

Fescinated by the sructurd
integrity of the wreck, | did not
fed the cold pendrating my face
where the mask andlor neoprene
did not cover. Our dive lased
about 40 minutes while on 35%
Nitrox and we dowly started our

“ PrinsWillem V “ sank on Oct 14, 1954.
She collided with the towed barge
SINCLAIR XIl, in

tow of the tug SINCLAIR HOUSTON
(or SINCLAIR CHICAGO), and sank
with a 20x8 foot hole in her side. Her
crew of 30 were rescued by the Coast
Guard cutter HOLLYHOCK. The
wreck is one of the most frequently
visited on Lake Michigan. She was
scuttled while building to prevent capture
by Nazis, refloated and completed in
1948-9

continued on page 9
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assent back to the boat. What an
experiencel  Definitdy a wreck
tovisit.

A ot ride over a cdm lake
positioned us a our next ste.
This time, we were going to

explore an old barge the “Dredge
906". This massve monger of
ded, covered with  ceeber
mussels, liess a a 180-degree
angle from that of its naturd
intent. As we gpproached the

shipwreck we explored some of
the cables of this huge thing.
The vishility a its best was 20
fet  unveled the immense
picture of its origind shuffle
Man heights tdl and same in the
width. It makes quite a Statement
and your mind sats imagining
the labor involved to build such a

piece.
We continued our tour by
exploring the outsde of the

wreck which rests a about 70
feet. Because of the cold water
the wreck is quite intact as far as
| wes able to tdl and consdering
the environment had quite some
life on it. Raser shap ceeber
musds, embrace the 906 and
gve many dives a resson to
invet in new dive gloves dfter
omevigts.

Time was running out and we
had to head back. It was dark by

May 2002

now and we enjoyed a nice early
night dive during our ascent. The
perfect spot to get amazed about
neture. While undressng and
doring our dive gear away, the
captain  headed back to the
harbor.  Gat milk? Wadl, we got
Chocolate...

Once the cars were loaded with
our gear and the boat locked up,
we finished the day with a hardy
Tecosdl-you-can  —edt med.
This day has definitdy left me
with some impressve moments
and pictures of a great
surrounding of neture and good
people.  Thanks to dl, for an
unforgettable timein Milwaukee.
Pra€s Cove Diving Inc, in
Milwaukee your degtination for
ggr and air fills as wdl as for
educationa purposes, with Len-
Der Charters, will get you there.

NEVER TRUST THEOLD
GUYS, OR JASON
O'ROURKE'S DANGLING
CARROT

By Kenneth Gwin

It was a grest Ab Opener, where
the hell was everybody?

Launched kayeks that Seturday at
some wdl known cove north of
Mendocino—a spot well marked
on very sate map or road sgn in
the aes dealed in Bruce
Watkin's Guide to N. Cdifornia,
& othewise not a secret spot.

Sill, whee the hdl was
everybody.
Crosd a smdl dream

terminating a a wide open send
and gravel beech

franed by the thin ached
buttresses of a graceful highway
bridge spaning in a tdl and
graceful curvefar above.

We watched Ray (the only other
& diver in our group) out past
the middle of the cove The blue

water lay fla, rdaxed, while
curls of sea broke just beyond
him on two lage rocks marking
the entrance to this broad and
protected expanse.

Stll done, Gene and | suited up
while Ray dowly paddled in.
"How'sthe diving?'

"Oh, great. Found a good spot. 3
absin4 dives”

"Pretty easy, huh?'

"Ohyesh."

"How deep?"

"Oh, probably 15 feet or so.

| could see the bottom from the

Page 9

kayak. Abs everywhere.  All

bigger than legd. Looked in
among the rocks dong the sde of
the cove and didn't see much.”
"Cool."

Paddling out into a grand
morning of  sunny-tourist-photo-
redlity-with-good-color-

saturation, we checked out the
areawhere we had seen Ray.
Occasond kelp marked the spot.
Not the-Heart-of-Darkness-
Amazon-voodoo-floating-skulls-
inmiso-soup  Stuff you get after
midsummer.  This weas the
thinned-out-&fter-a-blown-out-
winter-mod-adesart sort  of
stuff.

Remarkably pretty water. Gene
tested the depth with an anchor.
"Hmm, better than thirty feet
here Let'smovein alittle”

continue on page 10
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Old guys ... dangling carrot —
from page 9

Agan.

"Hmm, oh, well."

Clearly could see the bottom and
light patches againgt the dark.
Dropped down and scouted out a
haf dozen abs before popping an
easy one off tha looked like a
cacher's mitt in my hand. On the
aurface, | shouted over to Gene
"This is too easy,” admost
embarrassed that | took an ab on
the firg dive "This cant be the
sot we saw Ray. It's about 35
here"

"It sure looks like it to me"
Pessantly, we continued our
dives.

I'd sometimes follow the dark
outline of a full height bull kelp.

Sometimes  just dropping down
without a reference. Sometimes |
could catch dght of Genes long
green fins dowly waving as he
disgppeared behind arock.

Got our limits.

Played a little while looking for
fish, poking around, whatever.
Good abs every where. Took the
kayaks out past the point looking
a caves, aches A nice breeze
was blowing out of a sunny blue
sky.

Back on the beach, two husbands
in lawn chars drinking beers. 3
kids, 3 dogs playing in the sand.
The two wives geared up with &b
irons in hand, determination in
ther eyes, and gmiles on ther
faces. What acountry.
Wherés our group of
divers?

hardy

May 2002

But, | love that understated and
cagey Ray.

For him,15 feet equals 32-44

feet.

Temp? Probably 54 onthe

aurface

No current. No surge.

Viz?2-Must have been

outstanding.

Jason? Where are you? We could
see the bottom.

~

Note from the editor

It sdmost ahdf ayear now since | agreed to work the newdetter. Club members have been great
with sending in their stories and pictures. At times a the very last minute, making me sweset and
scrounge around for tidbitsto fill ‘er up. The Y ahoo chat group aways comesin handy enabling me
to be an online Xanthippe nagging membersinto article submission. Let alone, to just reprint
highlights of the month, right Bill (Levine)?? But besidesthat | am after dl married to Pierre. You
want to know what puts sharks, at least one at the Rowland Institute for Science, into aromantic
mood? - ‘big bed Barry White — so watch out what you hum on your deco stops!

Ever heard of ‘ The Curse of the Bambino'? No, no, thisis not the Italian version of Bambi being
edting by one of the 20 varieties of sharksthat live in the Mediterranean Sea. Oh, did | hear Basebd1?
Red Sox? Babe Ruth? Getting warmer. The other night Pierre informed me that the team (Red Sox)
was engaging diversto retrieve a piano Babe Ruth played in 1918. It got dumped into a pond before
hewas soldtothe NY Y ankees and as some of you know the Red Sox have never won aWorld

Series since then — hence the Curse.

Need more adventure, mystery? Well, thereisthis bresking news from Indiawhere diverswith the
Scientific Exploration Society believe to have discovered amythicd city off shore, which according

to locd legends was logt to floods 2000 years ago.

And then there are those little arctic creature dways dressed for aformal occasion. In contrast to
whales and sedls they cannot collapse their lungs and are like you and me susceptible to nitrogen on-
gassing at depth. They actualy dow their ascent by stopping to use their flippers haf way up to avoid

the bends... ssfe diving to al!

Page 10
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The San Francisco Reef Diversisanot for profit community organization dedicated to safe sport diving

and the preservation of our ocean resources. The San Francisco Reef Divers generd mestings are opento

the public and are held on the 3¢ Wednesday of the month at the Boathouse Sports Bar and Grill, (415)
681-2727, located a 1 Harding Rd, Sen Francisoo, CA 94132 (For driving directions and a map for this
location, visit our club web site: http://www.sfreefdivers.org/.)

We highly encourage you to also support the other organizations listed below
when you pay your annual dues. (Please indicate your membership options with the
checkboxes below.)

[ ] San Francisco Reef Divers (SFRD) $25
[] Abalone Marine Resource Council (AMRC) 10
[] Central Cdifornia Council of Diving Clubs (CenCal) 15
(] Sonoma County Abalone Network (SCAN) 10

Show your support for all four!$60

Name:

Address:

City: Sate: Zip:

Home Phone: ( ) Work Phone: ( )

Emal: Birthdete (year optiond): /[
Diving Certification Agency: Leve: Number:

SFRD Membership: [_] New member [] Renewd
Areyou amember of Divers Alert Network (DAN)? [] Yes [] No
Please sdlect the method of delivery of your monthly club newdetter (Choose one):

L1 1 will download the newsletter viathe Internet from the SFRD website (defauilt)
] I want the newdletter mailed to my home address

Please make checks payable to “ San Francisco Reef Divers” and mail to:Bill Donnelly, SFRD Treasurer,
P.O. Box 151223, San Refadl, CA 94915
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ABOUT SAN FRANCI SCO REEF DIVERS (SFRD):

The Reef Diver Timesisthe officid newdetter of the San Francisco Reef Divers, anot for profit
community organization dedicated to safe sport diving and the preservation of our ocean resources.
Membership is $25 annudly, dues payableto “ SFRD”. The Generd Meeting is held 3rd Wednesday of the
month &t the Boathouse Sports Bar and Grill, (415) 681-2727, located at 1 Harding Rd, San Francisco, CA
94132 in Harding Park on the shore of Lake Merced. Meet a 7:00pm for socidizing, drinks and food and
7:30 pm for club business and entertainment. For more information, visit http:/Aww.Sfreefdiversorg/.

SAN FRANCISCO REEF DIVERS
Reef Divers Times

C/O GerdaHurter

515 Diamond Stret

San Francisco, CA %4114




